UNITED STATES ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY
REGION iX
75 Hawthome Street
San Francisco, CA 941053901

0CT 21 2013

QFFICE OF THE
REGIONAL ADMIMISTRATOR

The Honorable Das Williams

California Assemblymember, District 37
State Capitol

P.0. Box 942849

Sacramento, CA 94249-0037

Dear Assemblymember Williams:

Thank you for your letter of August 6, 2013 expressing concern about recent news reports
regarding well stimulation techniques (particularly hydraulic fracturing) used at offshore oil and
gas platforms off the coast of Southern California. Your letter was addressed to the EPA and to
the Department of the Interior’s Bureau of Safety and Environmental Enforcement (BSEE) and
Bureau of Ocean Energy Management (BOEM). I am responding on behalf of EPA and I
understand that BSEE and BOEM will respond separately.

EPA’s principal role in well drilling operations at offshore oil and gas platforms is regulation of
wastewater discharges from the platforms through National Pollutant Discharge Elimination
System (NPDES) permits issued under section 402 of the Clean Water Act. BSEE is responsible
for development and enforcement of regulations pertaining to matters such as drilling methods
and well treatment, including hydraulic fracturing procedures, at offshore platforms. BSEE
regulations include stringent requirements for monitoring, reporting, and responding to leaks
associated with drilling activity and operations of wells and offshore pipelines. BOEM addresses
matters such as offshore energy leasing, and administers an environmental studies program.

Wastewater discharges from offshore oil and gas platforms off Southern California are currently
authorized and regulated by a general NPDES permit issued by EPA in 2004; this permit can be
found at: hitp://www.epa.gov/reciond/water/npdes/permits. html . In December 201 2. EPA
proposed, and solicited public comments on, a new general permit to replace the existing 2004
permit. The proposed permit is available at;
hitpy//www.epa.gov/regiony/water/npdes/pubnotices.himl . EPA is in the process of reviewing
and responding to comments,

We will continue to coordinate with BSEE. BOEM, and CCC in the oversight of wastewater
discharges from offshore platforms and the review of data and information reported to EPA
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pursuant to EPA permits. If you have further questions, please have your staff contact my

Congressional Liaison, Brent Maier at (415) 947-4256.
Sincerely,

L0 431

| Aared Blumenfeld

Margaret Schneider, Deputy Director, BSEE
Walter Cruickshank, Deputy Director, BOEM
Bob Perciasepe, Deputy Administrator, EPA
Mary Shallenberger, Chair, CCC

Charles Lester, Executive Director, CCC
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